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dockyards, and twenty-four new sail-of-the-line were fort! from private yards in the years i/H.i-l^ixx Thus, by tin the Spanish war-suare in i/ou, ninety-three line-of-batt were ready for commission.1 The erises of the years 17 had also heeii M> serious that they intent .speedily hu\ war had not Britain's tiiM line of defence been invineibl In regard to the proposal to strmgthen the defences i mouth uiui Plymouth, Pitt was less fortunate, The propo« came from the Duke of Richmond, Master of the Ordna \vas far from popular -a fart which perhaps influent ed t of nu'ml»ers, Tlumgh t'itt and other Minister* adduced r rcstsons for not leaving those vital {Htints in their presr state, he did not carry the House of I'mnnmiw with htr un exciting debate, whirh lasted till 7 a.m. t»f 2Hth I 1786, the munt>rrs t»n a divisit»n were fountl tt» be exart Then there arone a sliout »airh a'* had not been heard * memorable vote which wrecked Lord North's Mini-«»iu:e nil eyes turned to the Speaker, ('ornwall. He that he was too rxhau-.ted t«» t/»ve hi-, rea-inn-. lor hi-, he would meiely dr< iajf that the "Not-," had it, states that the -.eu\e u! the Hmj-.e wa-. ,»^.tin-.t Pitt, thr jjentlemen e'.peri.dly dt-.Ukinj,; the .uldtti»»n i»f /. ;ji«t»,t»i next yrai'% exprje.e-..* ( 'ue «»! the .(C^tuttrtit-. t«f tiie ( 1| seeitfi to u-« t wi«iti-.. It vv,i% ur^rd tlut thr lortttit a(tt two town-* in »}t»r-.ti«in inijjhi be ihr br^tnniiifj «»| 4 Hv4rin whu h \v»*utd nu«!rim»Mr thr tibrrtien tif J'j»|, While trr.itut).1; thi'» atf.uiwjti with thr i'mttrtttpt it < Pitt det'lafed that hr b*»wrir| !*r|»*fr thr (rrltntJ *'' *hi Tim I'ojliHJrlH rifjriil *»| |»8|»r tvofk') Ut t'hprI«HIf^ J.tl-;' I'.vr ke, who H»W mort.il tLyigcr !«• ifir t»»«Iy j^4s!s« in ilsr «• •al of the smallest rag of nnti«|iiity, ^«ttf»|ilifjsr«irt )n the skill with whitih lie had ^Hiiit i«t «i,il*rtion   tilh.it «f nt»ml»rr-* its Ihr H«»u">r.
